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Steve, a partner with Larson • King, practices in the areas of products liability and

toxic torts. Steve is a member of the National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals,

and has a substantial alternative dispute resolution practice: over the past 25 years,

he has handled close to 1,500 mediations and arbitrations. Steve is one of only six

mediators involved with resolving vaccine court cases from the Federal Claims Court

of Washington, D.C., under the P-100 program.
 

Steve joined Larson • King from a large Minneapolis-based �rm and prior to

that, Steve practiced at the St. Paul �rm of Murnane Brandt for almost 40 years. 
 

During the course of his distinguished career, Steve has served as local and national

counsel defending clients against product liability claims related to pharmaceuticals,

diet supplements, asbestos, and �ammable fabrics.  In the area of �ammable fabrics

litigation, Steve is recognized as one of the nation’s most experienced lawyers, as he

has handled hundreds of these cases, and represented clients from several

industries, including manufacturers and excess carriers. 
 

An accomplished litigator, Steve is often recognized for his expertise, and trusted to

serve in leadership positions.  In recent years, Steve has been the President of the

Minnesota chapters of both the American College of Trial Lawyers and the American

Board of Trial Advocates.  Steve is a fellow of the International Society of Barristers

and also has an AV® Peer Review Rating in the MartindaleHubbell legal directory. He

has been selected for inclusion in Minnesota Super Lawyers 2003-2024 Editions,

and has been named to the Top 100 Minnesota Super Lawyers over the past several

years. Steve received the 2021 and 2024 "Lawyer of the Year" Awards for Product

Liability Litigation from Best Lawyers, and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in

America annually since 2003.
 

Steve’s dedication to the legal profession has earned him two gubernatorial

appointments to the Governor’s Judicial Selection Panel.  Following the 2007 I-35W

bridge collapse in Minneapolis, Steve was one of three special masters appointed to

the I-35W Survivor Compensation Fund, and tasked with evaluating the victims’

claims and determining compensation. 
 

Outside of his practice, Steve is a longtime supporter of Southern Minnesota

Regional Legal Services (SMRLS), an organization that provides free, high-quality

legal help to low-income people in critical civil matters.  Steve has served as the Chair

of the SMRLS Campaign for Legal Aid for over 25 years, raising over $15 million, and

he is an active pro bono volunteer. 
 

Steve is an avid reader, golfer, and traveler. He loves spending time with his family,

especially his grandchildren.

LAW SCHOOL

Hamline University School of Law, J.D., summa cum laude, 1976 (now Mitchell

Hamline School of Law)
 

Silver Gavel Society

COLLEGE

University of Missouri, B.A., 1973

MEMBER

TOP 100

Minnesota

Steven J. Kirsch
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National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals (2017-Present)
 

American College of Trial Lawyers, Fellow
 

     Minnesota Chapter President (2003-2004)
 

American Board of Trial Advocates, 
 

     National Board Representative (2005-2010), 
 

     Minnesota Chapter President (2004)
 

International Society of Barristers, Fellow
 

Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services, Inc., 
 

     Chair of the Campaign Leadership Committee (1991-present), 
 

     Pro Bono Volunteer
 

Board of Trustees, Mitchell Hamline School of Law (2015-present), 
 

     Executive Committee, Secretary (2016-present)

ADMITTED

State and Federal: Minnesota; U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit; Admitted pro

hac vice in more than 35 states and federal courts

HONORS & AWARDS

Selected to Minnesota Super Lawyers (2003-2024)
 

Selected to Top 100 Minnesota Super Lawyers (2014-2024)
 

"Lawyer of the Year" Award for Product Liability Litigation (Minneapolis metro) by

Best Lawyers (2021, 2024)
 

Listed in The Best Lawyers in America© (2003-2023)
 

"Top Lawyers in Minnesota" by Minnesota Monthly (2020, 2023)
 

Pro Bono Service Award, Legal Services Corporation, for work on behalf of Southern

Minnesota Regional Legal Services for over 24 years (2015)
 

Appointed to the First Board of Trustees of the new law school of Mitchell Hamline

(2015)
 

President’s Award for Work on the I-35W Bridge Collapse (2012)
 

Minnesota Judicial Council Award for work on the I-35W bridge collapse (2009)
 

Centennial Lifetime Leadership Award, Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services

(2009)
 

Professional Excellence Award, Minnesota State Bar Association (2009)
 

Author’s Award on Products Liability, Minnesota State Bar Association (1980)
 

Top 25 Distinguished Alumni, Hamline University School of Law
 

Madison’s Who’s Who
 

Marquis Who’s Who
 

AV-Rated by the MartindaleHubbell legal directory
 

North Star Lawyer, Minnesota State Bar Association

PUBLICATIONS

Oath of Of�ce, published by Fawcett (1988)
 

Vol 5-6A, Minnesota Practice Methods (3d ed. 1990) West Publishing

RESULTS

Mesothelioma – 2010 – Johnston v. Union Carbide, Ramsey County, Minnesota,

(defense verdict)

Tuttle v. Lorillard Tobacco Co., 377 F.3d, 917 (2004) (summary judgment granted

and af�rmed by 8th Circuit)

In re Ephedra Product Liability Litigation, 314 F.Supp.2d 1373 (J. P. N. L. 2004)

(Steve was one of �ve manufacturing defendants' national counsel on the defense

liaison committee for this MDL before Judge Rakoff)

Flammable Fabrics – 2001 – Shari Vail vs. K-Mart, Poughkeepsie, New York (defense

verdict, settled on appeal)
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Flammable Fabrics – 2000 – Gonnerman v. Mervyn’s, Los Angeles, California

Asbestos Wrongful Death – 2000 – Anderson v. Combustion Engineering,

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 2000

Products Liability – Hildebrand v. Allied Corporation, et al., 839 F.2d 396 (1987)

(summary judgment granted and af�rmed)

Products Liability – Germann v. F.L. Smithe Machine Co., 395 N.W.2d 922 (Minn.

1986)

Flammable Fabrics – Abel v. J.C. Penney Co., Inc., 488 F.Supp 891 (D. Minn. 1980)

(directed verdict granted)

Zone of Danger – Stadler v. Cross, 295 N.W.2d 552 (Minn. 1980) (summary

judgment, af�rmed on appeal)

Parental Immunity – Nuessle v. Nuessle, 295 N.W.2d 505 (Minn. 1980) (summary

judgment, af�rmed on appeal)
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